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The economics of 


disarmament 


NINETY-ONE prominent Ameri- 

cans, including many business men 
and seven top-level labour union exe- 
cutives, have sounded a hopeful note 
in a statement on the question “Can 
the American Economy Adjust to 
Arms Reduction ? ” 


Their answer is that it can, that the effect 
would not be as drastic as often supposed, 
but that planning should start now for a 
change-over. Among the signatories is 
Clarence Pickett of the American Friends 
Service Committee. 


The statement was issued through the 
National Planning Association (1,606 New 
Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C.), 


Detailed report 


The British Friends’ Peace Committee 
(Quakers) reports that the National Peace 
Council is setting up a working party to 
report on economic adjustments dictated by 
disarmament, 


The group will consist of well-qualified 
people in the fields of economics, industry 
and trade unionism. Its “ detailed” report 
will consider ‘the adjustments that will be 
necessary in the British economy if a dis- 
armament agreement is reached, or if 
Britain should decide to take unilateral 
action.” 


EWS. 


US Air Express 
Edition 10 cents 


The National Peace Council’s stand is 
one of the most outstanding in the War on 


Want Exhibition in London. It shows the 
war monster swallowing up the resources so 
badly needed in under-developed areas, The 
Exhibition—at the Central Hall, West- 
minster, closes tomorrow (Saturday) evening. 


Here are some useful addresses in the 


BOYCOTT OR 
WARFARE? 


AN EDITORIAL 


war on want campaign: The Federation of 
War on Want groups, 47 Firth Avenue, 
Sheffield; The War on Want Trust, 9 
Madeley Rd., London, W.5; The North 
London Action Council for War on Want, 
10 Candler St., London, N.15, A National 
Youth War on Want movement is being 
planned—contact Frank Lees, 8 Western 
Elms Avenue, Reading. 


Further evidence of this growing concern about the relation between the economy and the arms race is 
provided by a pamphlet* just published by the American Friends Service Committee—" Labour and the 
Cold War,” by Stewart Meacham. Commenting on this pamphlet, Sidney Lens writes: 


QTEWART MEACHAM, an old 

trade unionist himself and now an 
American Friends Service Committee 
functionary, has written a_ lively 
polemic against the cold war. 


Cram-packed with facts and figures, it is 
a thumb-nail sketch of what’s wrong with 
American policy. For anyone—inside or 
outside the Labour movement—who wants 
the data at his finger tips, this is an ideal 
little pamphlet, 


Meacham’s concern is not to assess blame 
between America and Russia (he disagrees 
with both their foreign policies) but to in- 
dicate the hopelessness of our present 
approach to international affairs and its 
effects on the labour movement specifically. 


* 


In methodical fashion he outlines the 
changes wrought in American life by the 
“ garrison state.” Big Basiness towers like 
a goliath over the economy, enriched by 
most of the $450,000,000,000 in military 
expenditures since World War II. Whole 
industries are now beholden to the war 
monster for sustenance—the aircraft indus- 
try, for instance, does 85 to 90 per cent of 
its business with the Pentagon, and is now 
the nation’s second largest employer, 

Since 90 per cent of the defence con- 
tracts are megotiated directly with the 


*LABOUR AND THE COLD War, by Stewart 
Meacham. American Friends Service 
Committee, 20 S. Twelfth St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa, USA, 35 cents., Housmans 
Bookshop, London, 2s, 6d. 


Brass, rather than put on the open market 
for bidding, the alliance between big busi- 
ness and the military become stronger each 
day. Despite General MacArthur’s popular- 
ised phrase about old soldiers “fading 
away,” it seems that the generals and 
admirals find lucrative niches with the giant 


LIFE 
IN THE 
GARRISON 
STATE 


SIDNEY LENS 


corporations after they retire from active 
service, 


We are witnessing the emergence of a 
state above the state, a law unto itself. 


With the lush contracts the corporations 
have introduced automation at an un- 
balanced pace, showing litle regard for its 
painful social effects on the worker. 
Shielded by the catch-phrase “defence 
needs,” they receive all kinds of public sub- 
sidies—which you and | pay for, Their 
profits are inflated, They ‘“ administer ” 


prices, raising them even when demand is 
low. They inflate profits. 

From this focal point Meacham zeroes in 
on the “cold war and national security.” 
Here he paints a picture of the horrors of 
the new type of warfare, the dangers of war 
by mistake, the suitcase bomb, the danger 
of the ever-pyramiding race between the 
USA and Russia, the danger of other 
Powers _perfecting—and — using—nuclear 
weapons, and the effects of testing. 

In precise but simple English he analyses 
the unreassuring reassurances given by the 
Pentagon to a confused citizenry, There is 
the doctrine of “ limited war " which spread 
the illusion that somehow we can contain 
“little wars; and the infantile theory that 
producing still more stockpiles of arma- 
ments actually “deters” the Russians 
rather than leads to battle. 


* 


Finally the author shows how the em- 
phasis on militarism leads to alliances with 
unsavoury dictators like Fascist Franco, 
Syngman Rhee, Chiang Kai-shek et al. It 
is noteworthy that in recent years the 
United States gave neutralist and democratic 
India only 17 cents per capita in aid, while 
Rhee got $9.29, Chiang $8.10 and Pakistan 
$2.69---indicating the military undemocratic 
bias of our foreign aid. 

The last section of the 29-page brochure 
offers a constructive programme as to what 
labour can do to reverse the tide. 

Whether you’re a trade unionist or not, 
this is the best 35 cents investment you can 
make to clarify your views on the most 
important issue of the day. 


"THE PROPOSED BOYCOTT OF SOUTH AFRICAN GOODS WHICH IS TO BEGIN 
IN BRITAIN ON MARCH t BAS AROUSED A GREAT DEAL OF CRITICISM. 


Much of it has come from people 
who seem primarily concerned with 
doing nothing about the South African 
Government’s policies. 

We are particularly disturbed, however, 
by the letter from Rev. Arthur Blaxall 
which we print on p. 5. The Rev. Blaxail 
has consistently spoken against apartheid 
inside South Africa and as such his views 
deserve respect. 

There are two points in his letter where 
we differ from him. He assumes that the 
boycott is in itself an evil weapon. We 
feel that the morality of the boycott de- 
pends completely on the spirit behind it. 
For it not to be an evil weapon it must be 
a refusal out of love to co-operate with an 
evil system. 

Secondly, we do not think that a method 
of protest becomes evil because it provokes 
retaliation, Non-violence is not magic, It 
may indeed release violence on some occa- 
sions when it is used. But it is surely 
better to take this risk than to accept the 
violence that every day pervades every- 
body’s life in South Africa. 

The boycott is not a perfect method. 
We hope, however, that the Rev. Blaxall’s 
search for perfection will not lead him to 
accept an ugly, intolerable injustice just 
because there is an absence of overt 
violence. 


Cypriots oppose bases 


“THE Cypriot people are opposed to 
the existence of British bases” 
on their Island. 

This is the belief of the National Cypriot 
Committee in London, which issued a state- 
ment last Friday on the eve of the London 
Conference on Cyprus, 

The Committee gave the following reasons 
for Cypriot opposition : 

@ The bases would be a source of very 
great danger to the whole population in the 
event of war, 

@ The bases could be used, without any 
reference to the views of the Cypriot people, 
against a neighbouring country with which 
the people of Cyprus desired to remain 
friendly. 

@ As long as there are foreign troops 
stationed in the Island and exercising sove- 
reign rights over certain areas, Cyprus can- 
not be really independent, Cyprus will only 
be free to decide its own future when these 
foreign troops have departed. 


SNot one’ 


The Committee’s statement concluded : 
“We believe that while the British 
bases remain in Cyprus their extent 
should be restricted to a minimum; they 
should never be used for aggression 
against any country and not one Cypriot 
inhabitant should be included in the area 
that witl remain under British sovereignty. 
““We also believe that great care should 
be taken to ensure that the agreement 
concerning the British bases should not be 
in any way detrimental to the economy of 

Cyprus.” 

The Movement for Colonial Freedom 
issued a statement recording its view that 
“the Cypriot people themselves should have 
the right to decide whether bases should be 
established in their Island.” The MCF 
hoped that the London Conference would 
take note of the objections cited by the 
National Cypriot Committee. 
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MEMORIES AND 
CONNECTIONS 


Alan Lovell reviews 


Hiroshima, Mon Amour. Directed by Alain Resnais. International Film Theatre, London. 


ESCRIBING how she came to work on “ Hiroshima, Mon Amour,” Mar- 
guerite Duras, the scriptwriter, said, “Resnais and I both agreed that we 
could not imagine a film about Japan which did not deal with Hiroshima and 
we also felt that all that could be done along the lines of showing the horror 
of Hiroshima by horror had been done—and very well done-—by the Japanese 


themselves in Children of Hiroshima. 


The story that Duras wrote is simple 
enough. A French actress comes to Hiro- 
shima to make a peace film. On one of her 
last days there she spends the night with a 
Japanese architect whose family had been 
killed by the A-bomb. Her experiences in 
Hiroshima and with him combine to bring 
back memories of her first love for a Ger- 
man soldier in Nevers during the occupa- 
tion of France. 


The soldier was shot in the last days of 
the war and she had her head shaved by 
the French resistance movement as a pun- 
ishment, Because of the disgrace her 
parents kept her locked away in a cellar. 
These memories so disturb her that she is 
inclined to stay in Hiroshima with the 
architect. Their suffering is, however, too 
big a barrier between them, and they part. 


* 


Resnais has chosen a revolutionary style 
for his film. The opening sequence inter- 
cuts shots of the lovers’ intertwined bodies 
with shots of the horrors of Hiroshima. 
Against this is a dialogue; she tells him 
that she has seen everything in Hiroshima 
and he replies that she 1s an outsider and 
that she has seen nothing. She begins to 
have stirrings of memory. Looking at the 
hand of the Japanese she suddenly sees the 
hand of the German soldier, dead in 
Nevers. 


Slowly her memories come back: she re- 
members her meetings with the German, 
discovering him shot through the stomach 
and staying with him as he died; she re- 
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members how her hair was cut off, her 
desperation and Joneliness in the cellar, the 
shame of her parents. All this is shown by 
Resnais in short haphazard flashbacks which 
unite to show the complete picture. 


Finally as the girl wanders through Hiro- 


A peace march brings back memories . . . 


. . « Of the agony of Nevers. 


shima, Nevers and Hiroshima completely 
fuse as Resnais cuts from a shot of Hiro- 
shima to an exactly similar shot off Nevers. 
Sound is also used non-naturalistically; 
Sometimes the scene is played with its 
natural sounds; sometimes the sounds of 
Hiroshima overlap the shots of Nevers; 
sometimes music is the only background. 
The dialogue is throughout literary and 
poetic. 


The story looks as if it could have been 
filmed in an orthodox style with chrono- 
logical flashbacks, etc, But that would have 
made it a very different film. First it is a 
film about memory-—the necessity of forget- 
ting if one is to go on living, the tragedy of 
forgetting people and events which have 
been so important for us, The method of 
the film is the method of memory, the 
sudden scenes that come to mind, our frag- 
mentary recollection of events. 


* 


Throughout the focus is on individuals. 
We experience the social catastrophe 
through the private tragedy. And this is 
surely right. Of necessity we have built 
defences against recent horrors; the con- 
centration camps happened to the Jews, not 
people, forced collectivisation affected the 
kulaks, not people. By focussing on the 
individual Resnais undermines this defence 
and makes us aware once again that war 
affects people—people who might be us 
and not merely collective nouns. And these 
effects are often very personal and intimate. 


The connection between social and per- 
sonal events is made on other levels, The 
Japanese is right when he tells the actress 
that she knows nothing of Hiroshima. The 
opening shots of Hiroshima are cold and 
formal; the sights are the conventional 
ones. As she begins to re-experience her 
own tragedy, however, we realise that she 
too has had her Hiroshima. This know- 
ledge gives the earlier shots of Hiroshima, 
the horror and force they lacked. 


By linking the woman’s tragedy with 
Hiroshima a further connection is made. 
Her tragedy is a tragedy of war—-she fell 
in love with a man on the “ wrong” side, 


Photos: Gala Films 


a German. The war in Europe is connected 
with the war in Japan. We see war as a 
total tragedy which affects people in the 
same impersonal brutal way wherever it 
occurs. 


To concentrate on the style of the film is 
to mislead to a certain extent. An un- 
orthodox style can easily be the cover for 
a cold technical exercise. “ Hiroshima mon 
amour” besides employing a revolutionary 
style is also a remarkably honest film. 
Hiroshima is not sentimentalised just be- 
cause of the tragedy that befell it. Resnais 
observes precisely the garish nightmare that 
has risen from the atomic ruins. No effort 
is made to excuse the girl’s love for the 
German. He is not particularly handsome; 
he might be one of millions of young sol- 
diers, Nor is the resistance glamorised. 
The cutting off of the girl’s hair is seen for 
what it is, an ugly act of vengeance. 


When connections of the kind that 
“Hiroshima, mon amour,” makes between 
society and individuals are explored, it is 
often tempting to see the relationship as 
one to one. We assume that if society was 
different these people could have been 
happy. “Hiroshima, Mon Amour,” does 
not fall into this obvious trap. Its final 
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virtue is that one of its basic assumptions 
is that unhappiness is an inevitable part of 
being human. Because of this we cannot 
say that it is for or against war, that it ie 
an optimistic or pessimistic film. It tells us 
some very necessary truths--and for that 
we should be grateful. 


A selection of new 
paper-backs 


COLLINS’ series of paper-backs, 
Fontana Books, has produced 
several worthwhile titles recently, 


They include: Summer of the Seven- 
teenth Doll (2s. 6d.) Ray Lawler’s 
remarkably honest play about 
Australia, The Mandarins (5s.) 
Simone de Beauvoir’s novel about 
the intellectuals of post-war France; 
From Here to Eternity (5s.) James 
Jones’ uneven but always interesting 
novel about the American Army on 
the eve of Pearl Harbour; and 
Waiting on God (2s. 6d.) which is 
probably the best introduction to the 
religious writings of the French 
mystic, Simone Weil. 


Other new paper-backs are: Black 
Boy (Ace Books, 2s, 6d.) Richard 
Wright’s novel about a young Negro; 
Christ Stopped at Eboli (Four Square 
Books, 2s. 6d.) an account by Carlo 
Levi of his life in poverty-stricken 
southern Italy; and Battle for the 
Mind (Pan, 2s. 6d.) a fascinating 
description by William Sargant of 
the mechanics of brainwashing and 
thought control. 


On TV 


E Dissent,” a 90-minute feature 

surveying American non-con- 
formist attitudes, has been produced 
for ATV by Kenneth Tynan and wil 
be shown next Wednesday, January 
27. 
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BRAVE NEW FRANCE 


AN epoch has ended. Brigitte Bardot has had a baby! It will be impos- 


sible from now on to call her “the sex kitten.” 


The girl who became 


a sex symbol for millions of men must surely find herself another role. 


The rise of Bardot to stardom reveals a 
lot about the world we live in. She was 
first and foremost a_ publicity creation. 
With the help of her ex-husband, Roger 
Vadim, who directed her most successful 
films, she has constantly been in the news 
for the last few years. 


It would be wrong to see the Bardot 
myth as only a publicity creation, however. 
Quite clearly, the part she always played on 
the screen, the amoral, pleasure loving girl 
with a need for immediate satisfactions and 
no thought of the future, answered some 
powerful psychological needs. In the grey 
devitalised civilisation we are creating for 
ourselves, the girl whose prime values are 
spontaneity and physical excitement has a 
very necessary place. 


In a sense, the second best known per- 
son in France, General de Gaulle, was the 
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The World We Live In 


DEAD MEN’S SHOES 


HEN our books were 

closed for 1959, the ) 
Peace Pledge Union Head- 
quarters Fund had reached 
the figure of £1,284. Once 
more I would like to thank 
everybody who has helped 
to make it possible for this y 
final total to exceed the 
amount at which we were 
aiming through the year. 


I anticipate that the Estimates of Income 
for 1960/61 will express the hope that Head- 
quarters Fund will again raise not less than 
£1,250. It would be impossible to reduce 
expenditure without curtailing our work, 
and indeed costs are tending to increase all 
the time. I hope, therefore, that we can 
rely on the continued help of all our former 
contributors and that we will also gain new 
supporters during the year as we seek first 
and foremost to win fresh adherents to the 
pledge, and to create the moral climate in 
which total disarmament could become a 
reality under the leadership of the British 
Government. 


You will see that we have made a good 
start, but most of the amount received 
comes in the shape of a contribution left 
specially to Headquarters Fund by a mem- 
ber who died recently, We are always 
grateful when those who helped us in life 
continue to help us in this way, but we 
must not be content to expect the past to 
pay for the present and future, or to live 
on the generosity of others. Let each of 
us win the future by seizing the opportuni- 
ties of the present, and one such oppor 
tunity is your chance to send a contribution 
to Headquarters Fund this week. 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 
Our aim for 1960: £1,250. 
Amount received to date: £33, 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should. be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.I. 


France’s Number Two Citizen 


reverse side of this coin. He was the wise 
all-seeing father who would remove all our 
worries. If only we gave him complete con- 
trol we could concentrate on our own 
private pleasures and not worry about 
Algeria, H-bombs, unemployment, etc. 


It’s a gloomy thought, but perhaps de 
Gaulle and Bardot are not, as some people 
have claimed, symbols of the ‘fifties we 
have just left behind but the first signs of 
the kind of world we are moving into. It 
all begins to seem terrifyingly like a com- 
bination of “Brave New World,” and 
“1984.” 


Let loose again 


WHuille the British Home Office 

has, of late, been thumbing 

through its files on dangerous pacifists with 

indecent haste, across the Atlantic some of 

the most radical war-resisters are being let 
loose on society again. 


They are the participants in Omaha 
Action who were jailed after the series of 


PLACES 


demonstrations held at the missile base 
near Omaha, Nebraska, last summer, They 
all got the maximum six months and a $500 


fine. 


Karl Meyer was released on November 
26, Brad Lyttle three days later, Don 
Fortenbury and Ed Lazar were freed a few 
weeks later, and Arthur Harvey and Mar- 
jorie Swann a few days ago. Ammon Hen- 
nacy of the Catholic Worker movement was 
expected out on Wednesday of this week, 


Omaha may have troubled many people's 
consciences. I don’t know. But one man 
who had to facts the facts wrote some most 
encouraging words. Here are the extracts 
of a letter to Karl Meyer from his father, 
Congressman William H, Meyer: 


“ Although I have not favoured disobedi- 
ence to properly constituted law and 
authority, I recognise that there can be a 
higher law than that of man... . 


“How sick is our civilisation when the 
good and high-motivated are led away in 
chains, while those mad with a desire to 
hate are in many cases honoured ! 


“|... 1-> will not rest until! American 
democracy is reborn and military madness 
is controlled. . . I would join a movement 
of ‘On to Omaha’ if I thought it might 
bring sanity to this crazy world, Perhaps 
I should anyhow! At the present time I 
am leading resistance to the nuclear arma- 
ment agreements and must stay in Wash- 
ington, 


“If I ever decide that my approach 
through reason and law has no chance of 
succeeding and then turn towards Omaha 
or towards my own personal Omaha... . 
J will move alone if I have to, but I believe 
that millions of ‘ unrepresented’ Americans, 
who increasingly look to us for leadership, 
will support our call for a better way to 
peace and justice, 


“Freedom and decency are not going to 
die along with civilisation just because of 
fear and hatred.” 


Yeah! Get organised 


““Your magazine is to be commended for 
publishing the truth about our military 
policy. I¢ must be changed, and the Army 
should be given more men, missiles and 
money, In my opinion, it is high time for 
the mothers of the nation to get organised 
and vote men of wisdom and integrity into 
ollice. . ."—Letter in Look magazine (New 


York), January 5. 
—Phyz 


ROBERT O. MENNELL 


By B. J. Boothroyd 


A MEMORIAL service was held at Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
last week, to the well-known Quaker and socialist, Robert O. Mennell, 


who died on January 1, aged 77. 


Robert Mennell played a prominent part in 
the pacifist movement in the First World 
War, and until his imprisonment in 1917 
as a conscientious objector was a mem- 
ber of the National Council of the No- 
Conscription Fellowship. 


He was a good friend to this paper. In the 
June 12 issue of ‘“ The Friend,” last year, 
he wrote “A Peace News Appeal,” 
expressing the hope that his fellow 


Quakers would contribute generously to — 


the fund for our new premises, and so 
“have real share in what will surely 
prove to be a centre of peace activity in 
a very special sense.” 


He said also: ‘Readers of Peace News 
will agree that the paper under Hugh 
Brock’s editorship has in recent months 
widened its field of interest until, no 
longer a mere propagandist pamphlet, it 
provides a forum for all shades of paci- 
fist thought, and carries news from all 
parts of the world such as cannot be 


found in the national or more conven- 
tional press.” 


It implies no lack of appreciation of his 
life-long service to peace and many other 
Progressive and humanitarian causes, 
however, to say that what Robert Mennell 
will be chiefly remembered for is his 
extraordinarily cheerful personality. 


I have never met a more profoundly good- 
natured and friendly man, nor one who 
at all times and in all circumstances 
maintained a more consistently good- 
humoured and tolerant attitude to life. 


To those who shared his long imprisonment 
or faced with him the troubles and prob- 
lems of subsequent years, his company, 
with his ever-ready smile and irrepres- 
sible sense of humour, was a tonic. I 
once heard a fellow convict describe him 
as “the one bright spot in Chelmsford 
jail.” 

That, I think, should be at least one of the 
clauses in his epitaph. 
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By Sybil Morrison 


CELA VA 
SANS DIRE 


A grave blunder in security by Western 
Intelligence services allowed a German 
naval officer, now accused of spying for 
Russia, to spend four months at Lossie- 
mouth Royal Naval Air Station . . . it 
is believed that he was involved in leak- 
age to Russia of Baltic operations with 
high speed patrol boats under British and 
American officers. . —Daily Telegraph, 
January 18, 1960. 


mo many people, perhaps the 
“ majority, there has always been 
an element of fascination in the idea 
of an international spy system; popu- 
lar writers have profited by it for years; 
characters such as the Scarlet Pim- 
pernel have been the heroes of many a 
novel, play or film, 


In fact, the mysterious Secret Agent holds 
sway in the minds of large numbers of ordi- 
nary people, who would be horrified if any 
friend of theirs turned out to be a foreign 


spy. 


Nevertheless, the fact is that Intelligence 
Officers, Secret Service Men, Foreign Agents 
are merely other names for spies; that is, 
men and women who, from patriotism or 
from greed are prepared to secure official 
positions, or foster friendships in one 
country in order to betray those who learn 
to trust them, for the aims and objects of 
another country. 


If it were not for reliance upon the 
method of war and the consequent need to 
make secret plans both for attack and de- 
fence, there would be no reason for a spy 
system. It might be thought that this 
should go without saying, but the fact is 
there are millions of people in the world 
who would, metaphorically, if not literally, 
spit upon the foreign spy and yet rejoice 
that his own country had men and women 
willing to sell their souls to outwit the 
schemes of other nations bent on securing 
military superiority. 


* 


In the particular instance to which my 
quotation relates it appears that Britain and 
America, not content with the oceans sur- 
rounding their own shores on which to 
practise war manceuvres, must need operate 
in the sea which touches on Russian shores. 
The man who has been arrested and awaits 
his trial as a Russian spy has known alk 
about these particular operations and has 
passed on his information to Russia; that 
these proceedings have been discovered is 
probably due to the British Intelligence 
Department. 

Great risks are taken by those who work 
in so-called “ Intelligence "; the chance that 
their employers will do anything to help, if 
discovery should overtake them, is practic- 
ally nil, since though the espionage service 
is well known, and is an integral part of 
war preparation, no Government will ever 
admit to it. To come to the rescue of a 
spy would be altogether too damaging to 
national prestige. : 


Intelligence Officers are referred to only 
as people who are supposed to guard their 
country against the machinations of foreign 
spies, never as spies themselves, Yet it is 
perfectly clear that even to do that makes 
it imperative that they should be working 
under cover and constantly acting a part. 


It is true that when it is not dressed up 
in some romantic framework, the word 
“spy” has a distinctly unpleasant sound. 
Nevertheless, a spy is in fact a weapon of 
war, and just like any other weapon, so 
long as there is a possibility of war it must 
be up-to-date, and ready. 


Sentences of long years of imprisonment, 
and sometimes of death, may be imposed, 
but everyone knows that this will not stop 
the long-established business of spying, nor 
prevent men and women from undertaking it 
An end to it will only come when war has 
been abolished. 

When I spoke to a friend of this at the 
time of planning my article she said: 
“Cela va sans dire”; nevertheless, I have 
said it because I believe it still needs to be 
said; when it does in fact go without say- 
ing, the war on war will have been won. 
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Khrushehevw’s forees 


JK HRUSHCHEV'S announcement about reducing Russian 
armed forces by 37 per cent has certainly created a 
sensation in the West. Some people believe that dis- 
armament is round the corner; others call for prepara- 
tion for a “trade war,” as the Russian economy will 
benefit from the demobilisation of the 1,200,000 men now 
sent into civilian occupations. This will certainly make 
the Russian economy more competitive and present a 
challenge to the West, especially in the markets of the 
under-developed countries. As a Liberal, I believe in 
free competition. May East and West compete in selling 
cheaper and better goods ! 

Khrushchev prefaced his announcement about reducing his 
armed forces, however, by a statement about the 
efficiency of the new Russian atomic missiles and a com- 
pletely new weapon for which he claimed a deadly 
accuracy, 

A few days earlier Eisenhower made a similar claim for 
the latest American missile. Both statesmen thus claim 
to be able to obliterate each other's cities. What they 
have not yet been able to produce are any “ anti-missiles,” 
i.c., the means to destroy atomic rockets coming from 
the other side. 

Khrushchev’s statement about reducing conventional forces 
and concentrating on missiles reminded us of Mr. Duncan 
Sandys’ army reforms of two years ago. Russia is now 
following the same policy. 

The reduction of Russian armed forces has, however, pre- 
sented Europe with a new situation. NATO military 
estimates assume there are 175 divisions in the Eastern 
bloc, These 175 divisions no longer exist, The argument 
for raising more divisions in Western Germany and other 
NATO countries has thus disappeared. It may be too 
much to hope that this will stop the rearming of Ger- 
many. It would be interesting to know if the Russians 
intend to reduce their forces in Hungary as well. 


Nazism 2gain 


(THE rise of Nazism in Germany has caused many British 
and French politicians to doubt the wisdom of giving 
arms to the Germans. I quite agree with Lord Boothby’s 
observation that the painting of Swastikas in only one 
minor aspect of a revival of a dangerous kind of Ger- 
man nationalism. 

Adenauer’s call to the German public (applauded by Bishop 
Dibelius) to take the law in their own hands and beat up 
the Swastika-painters on the spot is likely to make 
things worse. It so happened that I was educated in a 
German school in the pre-Hitler days, and I have experi- 
ence of fighting between politically-organised gangs of 
German schoolboys. This was the beginning of Nazi 
terrorism. The same thing may happen all over again. 

One of the reasons for the revival of dangerous nationalism 
is certainly the rearming of Germany. Immediately after 
the war the Germans were told to behave peacefully. 
They had to surrender their arms (even toy swords and 
decorative daggers). This was popular among them, 
and they prepared sincerely for a new era, Then they 
were told to arm again and are criticised for not arming 
quickly enough. Whilst no more young men will be 
called up for military service in Britain, the call-up of 
conscripts continues in Germany, and every German 
schoolboy is facing the prospect of having to serve in 
the Army. 

No wender the Germans are a bit confused! Militarism is. 
for the present generation, associated with many aspects 
of Nazism. Many Germans and others complain that re- 
education has not progressed as it should, and that a 
great number of Nazis have been left in prominent posi- 
tions, especially among the judges. This may be true, 
but the de-nazification of the German judges and other 
civil servants was carried out by the Allies after the war. 


Many liberal Germans complained at that time that the 
Allies overlooked many Nazis. As a German colleague 
said to me: “If they had left the de-nazification to us 
Germans, it would have been done much more 
efficiently.” 

Adenauer’s request to beat up the neo-Nazis is one way of 
dealing with the problem. Another way is that which is 
advocated in London by Mr. Willi Frischauer, who is 
campaigning for the release of Hess von Schirach and 
Speer from Spandau prison, Mr. Frischauer lost his 
livelihood because of the Nazis. His parents were 
brought to a concentration camp and murdered—on the 
orders of von Schirach, the very man for whose release 
he is now campaigning. Mr. Frischauer does not regard 
it worthy of a civilised nation to take this sort of 
revenge. He advocates the forgiveness which may create 
another political climate in Germany. 


Krupp’s empire 


TINHE name of Alfred Krupp has been mentioned in this 

connection, Some people in Britain are disturbed that 

his large industrial enterprise, which made guns in three 

wars, will continue to exist. Incidentally, Krupp has tried 

to sell off his industrial property and buy land instead. 
but there were no buyers. 


The fear of the Krupp empire is based on the assumption 
that he will make guns again. In reality, Krupp himself 
is faced with the same dilemma as most other West 
Germans. I interviewed him a few years ago on that very 
question. He said : “ I was in prison for six years because 
I made guns. Now the Americans want me to make guns 
again. But this time I refuse. I might go to prison again. 
{ will now make locomotives and steel equipment like my 
grandfather did.” 

The main question is if Krupp will stand up to pressure 
from the NATO powers in future. A socialist may object 
to any large enterprise, concentrated in the hands of one 
family, But nationalisation of Krupps in Western Ger- 
many or the NATO powers will only mean that the 
whole industrial empire is used for making guns or other 
arms again. As long as Krupp himself remains the 
owner, there seems to be some guarantee against arms 
production, 


The Cyprus bases 
fPHE only thing which has held up the proclamation of 
the Cyprus republic has been the military bases, and 
this is why the Cyprus conference has run into trouble. 
All other questions had already been solved amicably 
between Greeks, Turks and British. 

{t is not only a question of how many Cyprus villages w:': 
come under British military jurisdiction, The political 
future of Cyprus may be at stake if its territory is used 
for military operations against another country. The 
Arabs have hitherto regarded Cyprus as “the British 
police station beyond our shores.” Cyprus has, in fact, 
been used against the Arab countries. 

Cyprus has every chance of becoming a trading centre for 
the whole of the Middle East. It is the only neutral 
territory close to both Israel and the Arab countries, The 
new republic can, in this era of free trade, supplement 
Lebanon as a trading centre. A military base on the 
island, however, will make it difficult for Cyprus to main- 
tain its neutrality and friendship with all countries in the 


Eastern Mediterranean. It has been argued that Cyprus is 
the only territory from which Britain can fulfil its military 
commitments in the Middle East. The United States has 
just as large commitments, but has managed without any 
territory. The landings in the Lebanon, the anti-slavery 
patrol in the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf—everything 
has been done from naval units. 


A few years ago I had the opportunity of advocating the 
demilitarisation of Cyprus as the best solution to the 
whole problem. I did it by lecturing in Larnaca on 
another strategic island which also had an Enosis pro- 
blem, namely Aland, in the Baltic Sea. This island has 
a unique strategic position, guarding the approaches to 
the Northern Baltic, the Finnish Gulf and the Riga Gulf. 
It commands the sea passage to Leningrad, Helsinki and 
Stockholm. In earlier days many battles were fought for 
and around Aland. The first Victoria Cross was won in 
a naval battle off Aland. 


The whole strategic question was solved by the complete 
demilitarisation of the island under a guarantee from the 
Great Powers, including Britain. It is not commonly 
known that Aland is the only demilitarised area in 
Europe, The Alanders have used their strategic position 
for trading purposes—and done quite well out of it. 

= eT 4 e 
Fishing limits 

HE trade in horses between Ireland and France has 

caused quite an upheaval in Britain. One got the im- 
pression from the “ Daily Herald” and “ Daily Mirror” 
that this was the most important international issue (to 
which they devoted more space than to the Khrushchev 
speech). The horse trade may be repellent, but there are 
other items in the Irish foreign trade which are also very 
important, Ireland is neither a member of the ‘“ Outer 
Seven” or the “Inner Six” trading groups, as it will not 
give up its protectionist policy. There are some fears in 
Ireland about British trade discrimination, Ireland is 
increasing its trade with France in many respects, and 
Irish meat is now supplied to the French Army in Algeria. 

Whilst the British press was full of gruesome stories about 
the Irish horse trade, an agency message was published 
in other countries to the effect that British warships had 
arrived outside the Irish southern coast to protect British 
fishing vessels. Ireland has recently re-drawn its fishing 
limits—not to the same extent as Iceland, but in the same 
way as Norway, whereby the fishing inside all bays is 
protected. 


Britain objects to any unilateral extension of fishing limits 
(though there is no international law in this matter). The 
British navy did not interfere when the Soviet Union 
and China extended their fishing limits, but they have 
chosen to prevent Iceland and Ireland from doing so. 
Let’s hope that the coming Fishing Conference in Geneva 
will settle this matter once and for all, so that no repeti- 
tion of the Icelandic incidents occurs in Irish waters, 


Franeo’s radio 

MAPRID Radio is, for ihe first time, broadcasting 
Protestant religious services. But not in Spanish! The 
services are in Estonian and transmitted every Sunday, by 
arrangement with the American “‘ Lutheran Hour” pro- 
grammes. There are no religious programmes on the 
Estonian radio, or in any radio station in the Soviet 
Union. Estonian Protestants are as deprived of religious 

programmes as Spanish Protestants. 


As things are now, Spanish Protestants have to tune in 


to Radio Monte Carlo for the religious programmes which 
they cannot hear in their own country. Franco has closed 
22 Protestant churches in Spain. All broadcasting of 
the Gospel is welcome, but we cannot help commenting 
that the “ Lutheran Hour ” has been used for purposes 
of the cold war. The Lutherans will certainly find it 
embarrassing having Franco as their champion—the same 
Franco who imprisons Lutheran pastors in his own 
country, 
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False foundations 


R. W. E. W. PETTER, designer of 
the Canberra jet bomber and 
other aircraft, left Britain this weck for 
a life of contemplation in Switzerland. 


tirely replaced by 


rockets,” said Mr. 


Canada, has ordered complete segregation 
of its white employees and Eskimos, 
British United Press reported from 
Ottawa last Saturday. 
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He believes that “industrial civilisation 
is built on false foundations—money and 
power.” He is striving towards “truc 
values.” 


Last September his own aircraft company 
was taken over by the Hawker Siddeley 
Group. He told The Times on February 
14 that the time when a designer's work 
could be isolated and carried on solely as 
an ideal was over, “In aviation very large 
groups are involved . . . generally speaking 
groups do make it difficult for individuals 
to function. . .” 


He intends to purge himself from a 
civilisation which, he believes, “ will fail 
in both East and West and destroy itself.” 
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UNEF changes 


(THE UN Emergency Force’s new 
commander is Major-General P. S. 
Gyani of the Indian Army. 

He succeeds Lt-Gen. E. L. M. Burns, 
who is now adviser to the Canadian Gov- 
ernment on disarmament matters, 

The officers and men of UNEF have pre- 
sented about $3,500, collected over Christ- 
mas, to UNRWA-—the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine refugees in the 
Gaza Strip, 


Numerical strength 

R. KHRUSHCHEV told the 

Supreme Soviet in Moscow on 

January 14 that Russia would reduce 
her armed forces by a_ further 
1,200,000 men down to 2,423,000. 

He stressed that Soviet military strength 
would not be reduced. 


“Military aircraft are to be almost en- 


Khrushchev. “ We have substantially re- 
duced and may even stop altogether the 
manufacture of bombers and other obsolete 
equipment.” 

Marshal Malinovsky, Russian Defence 
Minister, spoke after Mr. Khrushchev. He 
said that Russian military planners worked 
on the assumption that a future war would 
involve the “mass use” of . nuclear 
weapons. 

The present strength of US forces its 
2.484,000, according to last Friday’s Times. 
The British figure ts 550,000; by 1962 it will 
be 388,000. 

* 

Military spending——$4!,000,C00,000 «a year— 
accounts for more than half of the US 
budget, President Eisenhower said in his 
State of the Union address on January 7. 


The Federal Electric Company of Paramus, 
New Jersey, which operates the Distant 
Early Warning radar line in North-West 
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LETTERS 


The Harrington debate 


T must be generally agreed that the 
Harrington demonstration was only a 
partial success. This implies no criticism 
of the 82 now branded criminals who were 
conditionally discharged. But the press re- 
ports, though factual and fair, have con- 
tained very little comment, so that public 
opinion has not been roused in the way we 
all hoped. 


Here are some points which I suggest are 
worthy of discussion before any further 
large-scale project is planned. 


The protest against nuclear weapons needs 
to be continuous rather than spasmodic, and 
it cannot be waged in a vacuum, All organ- 
isations which are uncompromisingly op- 
posed to injustice, inhumanity and intoler- 
ance must find ways which will allow them 
to work together without losing their re- 
spective identities. 


Many of us have accepted it as good 
propaganda to hand out leaflets urging 
workers engaged on the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons to leave their jobs, The 
logical extension of this is to urge members 
of the armed forces serving at operational 
rocket sites, manning H-bomber patrols, or 
drafted to Christmas Island to refuse duty. 
This would be considered seditious and 
probably lead to five years in jail, Incite- 
ment to mutiny might make a greater im- 
pact than pitching tents at Harrington, 


Public opinion polls have shown that two 
out of five people in Britain favour nuclear 
disarmament. The General Election showed 
that this opinion was of very low priority. 
It seems, therefore, that the struggle will be 
long, frustrating and very nearly a forlorn 
hope. 


The movement against nuclear weapons 
has so far acted mainly as a pressure group, 
for the most part directed upon and within 
the Labour Party. The General Election 
post mortems have clearly shown that there 
is no prospect whatsoever in pursuing this 
line. The issue of nuclear disarmament will 
be resolved politically. If we have no con- 
fidence in the existing political Parties 
changing their policies in the foreseeable 
future, we must, however fantastic it may 
seem, seriously consider a new political 
approach, possibly by helping to bring to- 
gether existing splinter groups. But before 
we can do this we need a political theory 
which will embrace all man’s social needs 
and responsibilities. 


I do not suggest superseding or opposing 
any organisation which is genuinely con- 
cerned with the protest against injustice. 
inhumanity and intolerance, I would like 
to hear from individuals who feel that dis- 
cussion of these points can lead to a 
common purpose.—JIM PETTER, 90 Arm- 
strong Avenuc, \Yoodford Green, Essex. 


A counter-boycott? 


R2Y SHERWOOD comments (PN, Jan- 

uary 8) on the movement to boycott 
South African goods, mentioning an im- 
poriant point which probably did not occur 
to those who started the movement. He 
comments on the possibility of a counter- 
boycott which could be very serious because 
there are few things South Africa buys from 
Britain which could not be purchased from 
other countries,. 


In short, the boyott, launched with a 
most Icgitimate purpose, may well become 
economic warfare, with all the misery such 
a struggle must entail. A Christian pacifist 
will be bound to ask whether this is not 
dangerously like employing evil to cast out 
evil—something which must be opposed by 
those who try to follow the higher law of 
Love. 


I know this is not casy and there is no 
quick answer to the right or wrong of sup- 
porting the boycott. Those of us in South 
Africa who try to live as we believe our 
Master would have done are trying to think 
this thing through; we hope also that those 
who launched the campaign will seriously 
ask themselves whether in fact they have 
not partly achieved their object, and 
whether withdrawal of the call is not the 
right course now.—(Rey.) A, W, BLAX- 
ALL, Roodepoort, Transvaal. 


On the frontier 


By the Rev. Tom Wardle 
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Thoughts on direct action 


HOPE we are not going to fall into the error, in pacifist circles, of regard- 
ing Gandhi’s words as having an ex cathedra quality of authority about 


them. 

Gandhi is to be admired as a human 
being, some of whose limitations were part 
of his charm, not deified as an oracle. 

A quotation in a recent issue of PN 
under the heading ‘Gandhi has the last 
word” prompts these thoughts. The phrase 
in question was: 

ef . sooner or later, the European 
masses will have to take to non-violence 
if they are to find their deliverance ” 


and I take it that since it was printed in an 
edition devoted largely to the Harrington 
demonstration that it was meant to provide 
ideological direction for our thinking about 
the methods of opposing policies likely to 
lead to nuclear war. 


The implication in Gandhi's remark was 
that the European masses were suffering 
under a political oppression which did not 
permit them to express their desires by con- 
stitutional means. I do not know when 
Gandhi wrote this, and I have not the time 
to find out, but it may well be that it had 
more applicability when it was declared 
than it does now. 


Conscious electorate 


It is surely romantic to say that the elec- 
torate does not have the means of “ deliver- 
ing” itself from any bondage in which it 
considers itself to be bound, merely by 
changing the Government; and it is equally 
self-deceiving to assume that the electorate 
was not conscious of what it was doing, 
say, at the last Election. 


I am aware that this is one of the argu- 
ments used by those who are unable to take 
part in direct action projects, who can yet 
support such methods when employed by 
groups like the African National Congress 
in South Africa. 


The only reply to this which seems to me 
to be logical is that the peoples of Britain, 
or indeed the whole complex of powers in- 
volved, are labouring under a psychological 
oppression from which they need to be 
Jiberated. They are not conscious of being 
the tools or the victims of power politics 
and so they have to be awakened into con- 
sciousness by those who are aware and are 
prepared to take upon themselves the suffer- 
ing necessary to effect this awakening. 


Logical processes 


If this is a correct interpretation of the 
logical processes of the direct action argu- 
ment it seems to me to raise two points. 


1. Whether it is true that the bulk of the 
electorate is stumbling along in a kind of 
moral twilight, bamboozled and deceived by 
the Establishment, totally unaware that they 
are contributing to the apparatus of power 
and nightmare, ‘This is to believe that the 
masses are on the side of the angels essen- 
tially, but lend their aid to the forces of the 
devil only because they are deluded into 
believing that he is the prince of light. 


This is akin to the old fantasy that the 
working class was ipso facto “good” and 
the ruling class “ bad,” and it only required 
the social revolution to release the forces of 
sweetness and fight. 


Magnified vanities 


I have a great deal of sympathy with the 
view that social power is ipso facto “bad” 
because it magnifies the vanities of men 
and distributes their consequences. At the 
moment there is clearly a group of men 
who are aware of what they are doing, who 
do exercise the power that menaces the 
future of mankind, and whose fear of that 
menace is presumably outclassed by their 
enjoyment of the power, or, in some cases, 
Jet us be fair, by a complicated moral con- 
viction that what they are doing is in the 
long run best, 


But how many of the electorate are also 


aware, though in a less acute sense, of the 
power that our rulers exercise and the 
threat that they propose, and have con- 
ceded them that power in order that they 
(the electorate) may vicariously taste it for 
themselves 2? In other words, is majority 
support for the H-bomb the contemporary 
equivalent of the old-style reflected glory 
that our fathers felt when we built the 
Dreadnoughts or sent the Guards to Singa- 
pore ? 


The moral equipment of rulers appears to 
me to be not fundamentally different from 
that of the ruled, and I cannot subscribe 
therefore to the theory that there is a gredt 
volume of moral initiative waiting to burst 
into the open from the hearts of the masses 
if only someone can trigger it off. 


Effective method ? 


2. Which leads me to point two. Is the 
method of direct action effective? This 
seems to me to be the principal case for its 
use. It is no use saying that such action is 
demanded from one by moral imperative if 
it is not likely to have the effect of stop- 
ping World War Three. Moral imperative 
may demand protest, but there can be no 
distinction between this form of protest and 
that, so long as it is real. 


We must rule out any suggestion (and it 
has been made) that direct action is the 
more moral form of protest since it is the 
more courageous. There is no necessary 
connection between courage and morality. 
One may be courageous without being 
moral, though it is doubtful if one may be 
moral without being courageous in some 
sense (this latter is a moot point). 


Clearly we cannot tell in advance which, 
if any, form of protest will have the effect 
of stopping World War Three, and it is 
thus intelligent to experiment with a variety. 
I should have thought that direct attempts 
to influence the Establishment-—high mili- 


tary and political circles—were at least as 
useful as attempts to stimulate popular re- 
sistance to war preparation, and that it was 
therefore a species of conceit that non- 
violent obstructionists should pour even 
gentle scorn upon those who favour this 
method. 


I think that non-violent demonstrations 
of the Harrington type may well have a 
valuable effect in arousing public opinion, 
or such of it as is genuinely anxious and 
insecure in its moral or self-preservation 
position. But I should hardly think that 
this will happen if direct action becomes 
metamorphosed into a quasi-religious cult 
dedicated to that combination of spurious 
self-abnegation and near paranoia which has 
characterised so many disastrous “ illumin- 
ist” movements in the past. 


Controlled passion 


Don’t get me wrong. JI am not saying 
that direct action groups are already like 
this—but there are tendencies. The nor- 
malcy, the intelligent direction and the con- 
trolled passion which have been evident in 
the demonstrations so far (with perhaps 
some query about the “ going limp” tech- 
nique at Swaffham) have reflected great 
credit on the organisers and participants. 


It is well for there to be seriousness and 
silence at the point of the demonstration; 
it is well for there to be humility. I gather 
from the Press reports that this quality of 
humility was one of the most impressive 
features of the Harrington event. 


It would be entirely destroyed if demon- 
strators were to follow the advice of a PN 
writer and cease to co-operate with the 
police, Respect for the rule of law can be 
maintained only by concurring in one’s 
punishment when one breaks the law for 
conscientious reasons, 


It can be argued that respect for the law 
is cowardice when the law is tyrannical (as 
in Nazi Germany) and I would agree; that 
the stage has been reached in Britain where 
such is the casé I would not concede. 


Im a world. 
problem 


you can | 


help now.. 


Hunger and sickness cannot 
wait for the world solutions 
refugees need. Someone must 
come to the rescue quickly 
to save the undernourished 
children and to rescue those 
who need help in places like 
Algeria and the Near East, 
Hong Kong and Korea, 


Will you send your special 


gift this World Refugee Year to help a refugee who would 
otherwise go without? Please send now to: Pax Relief, Barclays 
Bank Ltd., Old Bank, High Street, Oxford. 


in a new life. 


supporting. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR PEOPLE OF GOODWILL 
%& 10/- provides 48 good meals for orphans, 


%& Make a special etfort to raise funds which will 
enable us to re-settle a long-term refugee family 


x 30/- will maintain a refugee apprentice in Austria 
for a week while he is learning to be self- 


OXFORD COMMITTEE FOR 


RELIEF 


Supporters Include: Vera Brittain, The Very Rev. George F. Macleod, 
Dame Sybil Thorndike. 
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POLITICS: 


methods. Next week he will “ point 


THE DILEMMA OF METHOD 


Our contributor, former assistant editor of Peace News, is engaged in research 
on non-violent resistance and totalitarianism in Oslo, Norway. In this article on 
the continuing theme of New Politics he analyses the failings of current political 


the direction in which the solution of a 


major part of the problem of political method may be found.” 


[HE basic problem of all radical 


politics is HOW to act with political 


relevance to improve the social, economic and political life of the people. 
This is the problem of political method—the fundamental problem of all 


politics, 

Even conservatism is not excepted. 
The problem there is what methods to 
use in the face of forces of change to 
preserve that which is thought to be of 
value in the existing institutions and 
traditions. 

The problem appears even more acute in 
radical politics—especially in the face of 
widespread disillusionment with the results 
produced by yesteryear’s radical political 
movements. 

The present adequacy of the usual 
answers offered by radicals to this problem 
needs careful examination. This may be 
both disturbing and difficult. But it is 
better than glibly repeating answers which 
may be either incomplete or wrong, or 
seeking to absolve one’s social and political 
responsibility by escape into an extreme 
individualistic personal philosophy or brand 
of pacifism. 


Problems of 
radical politics 


The over-all problem of political method 
in radical politics may be divided into at 
least three sub-problems : 


1. How to convince others of the need 
for change; 

2. How to counter-act or meet the poli- 
tical, social, economic and military 
power of those groups opposing the 
changes; and 


3. How to implement 
changes. 
This article is largely devoted to the second 
of these because it has been the least satis- 
factorily dealt with, and because the answer 
to the third is in large degree dependent 
upon the answer given to the second. 

These three problems must be faced by 
all political or quasi-political movements 
seeking to achieve change—whether they be 
liberal, socialist, social reform, pacifist, 
Communist or Fascist. 

This article is focussed on the problem of 
political method in relation to the “ social- 
ist’? movements. Of these we shall briefly 
examine three which have dealt with the 


the desired 


problem in distinct ways: the utopian 
socialists, the social democrats and the 
Communists. 


The re-examination which has begun in 
some quarters of socialist thought and pro- 
grammes makes this focus especially topical. 
The analysis, however, is only illustrative 
of the kind of analysis of political method 
which could be made of any political ideo- 
logy and movement. 


Socialist goals 
and methods 


The following analysis of these ‘“ socialist” 
movements is critical—despite the writer’s 
fullest sympathy with the ultimate socialist 
objective of a just, free, classless, warless 
and stateless society, and despite having 
been for several years an active member of 
the Socialist Party in the USA. 

His conclusion that socialist thought on 
political method is inadequate has come 
gradually, and even regrettably—it is never 
easy to conclude that the movement and 
methods in which one has placed confidence 
are inadequate, This is especially so when 
there are severe difficulties in developing an 
adequate alternative movement and political 
method. 

The common goal of the utopian 
socialists, social democrats and Communists 
has been to replace capitalist society with 
a more just system in which need, exploita- 
tion, oppression and war will not exist, and 
in which people will be able to develop 


This article is also being published simu]- 
taneously by “ Mankind” in India.by per- 
mission of the Editor of this journal. 


their potentialities to the fullest. 

These movements have differed in their 
analysis of the nature of capitalism. But 
their most significant differences have been 
over what methods should be used to 
achieve “ socialism,”’ or, ultimately, ‘“‘ Com- 
munism.” 


By Gene 


Utopian socialists concentrated mainly on 
education and persuasion to convince others 
of their aims, and on the power of example 
in building the new social order by estab- 
lishing pilot social and economic experi- 
ments, 


However, they largely ignored the pro- 
blem of how to counter-act or meet the 
power of those groups opposed to the 
changes they aimed to achieve. In large 
degree, this was their fatal weakness. 

Because they did not really grapple with 
questions of power (including how to meet 
determined opposition), their relevance was 
minimal in the field of practical poliltics. 
They were able to make little lasting con- 
tribution to the actual reorganisation of 
social, economic and political life. 

The choice therefore presented to those 
desiring to build “socialism” has been 
largely between the social democrats and 
the Communists. 


Two answers 


How to meet determined opposition to a 
political programme is a question of poli- 
tical method. The socialists who faced up 
to the fact of power were forced to answer 
this question; What methods are to be used 
to ensure that the desired changes can be 
made even in the face of powerful oppo- 
sition ?* 

Fundamentally, both the social democrats 
and the Communists answered this question 
in the same way: by the decision to gain 
control of the state apparatus and use the 
power of the state to meet such opposition. 

However, the two movements answered 
differently the question of how to gain con- 
trol of the state. The former favoured 
peaceful, electoral and parliamentary means, 
while the latter were willing to use what- 
ever methods proved “ necessary.” 

If, despite electoral victory for the social 
democrats, the capitalists and their sup- 
porters refused to turn over the state 
apparatus to them (or where political demo- 
cracy did not exist), the methods proposed 
by the social democrats varied, but included 
violent revolution and the general strike. 
The Communists did not exclude the use of 
these and other methods with or without 
electoral victory. 

Once control of the state had been 
achieved, the social democrats were willing 
if defeated in an election to relinquish con- 
trol of the state, while the Communists 
allowed for no such eventuality, 

Generally speaking, the social democrats’ 
reliance upon liberal democratic processes 
meant building a new party (or converting 


an existing one to their objectives), and then 


*This question must also be faced: What 
is to be done once political power is gained 
by anti-social and dictatorial groups? Here 
the usual behaviour in a liberal democracy 
is demonstrably inadequate. But violent 
revolt suffers from severe inadequacies— 
arising in large degree because such dicta- 
torial groups would have at their disposal 
the full police and military power of the 
state. Without a major mutiny the chances 
of a successful revolt by violence would 
therefore be virtually nil. The failure of 
socialists, other radicals and democrats in 
general to develop a political method for 
dealing with such eventualities was un- 


doubtedly a significant reason for the Nazi 
era, 


Violence”: 


Conflict, pp. 214-225, Princeton, New Jersey, 
Princeton University Press, 1958. 


campaigning in elections until by an elec- 
toral victory they were able to gain control 
of the state apparatus. 

Once the social democrats had taken over 
the state all the state’s means of repression 
—police, jails, militia, army, navy, etc.— 
were at their disposal (within the accepted 


limits of political democracy) to enforce 


their policies in the face of opposition. 
The pressure of popular endorsement of 
the elected government combined with the 


ability and willingness, if necessary, of the 
social democrats to use these means of re- 


pression was usually sufficient to guarantee 


that their conservative opposition would 
acquiesce without a struggle. 


In contrast to the social democrats peace- 


Sharp, ma 


ful, constitutional methods, the Communists 
refused to allow “bourgeois values” to 
prevent them from sweeping aside al] ob- 
stacles to their goal. 
willing to use whatever means were deemed 
“ necessary ”"—including violent revolution 
and coup d'etat, 


They therefore were 


Once they had obtained control of the 


state they were more sweeping than the 
social democrats in the changes they insti- 
tuted, and willing to use more totally and 
ruthlessly than the social democrats all 
means of state repression to enforce their 
policies, 


This willingness facilitated popular acqui- 


escence. However, the radical changes, the 
speed with which they were carried out, and 
the methods used could arouse intense op- 
position. 
was willingness to use greater severity in 
repression and to concentrate all power in 
the hands of the Communist controlled 
state. 


To mect this eventuality, there 


In addition to the answers of the social 


democrats and the Communists to the pro- 
blem there were other socialist thinkers who 
advocated other methods—especially strikes 
and “direct action ””—to deal with opposi- 
tion to the introduction of socialism. Their 
views did not prevail in the socialist move- 
ments, however. 


Charge, 
counter-charge 


The social democrats could with some 


degree of justice regard themselves as being 
true to democratic principles, and hence to 
a socialism which 
values. 
with some degree of justice charge them 
with being content with minor reforms, 
compromising with capitalism, and betray- 
ing the objective of a full socialist and 
ultimately classless, stateless, warless society. 


was based on human 
The Communists, however, could 


The Communists could with some degree 


of justice regard themselves as being true 
to socialist principles by being willing to 
make radical changes and refusing to com- 
promise or water down their aims in the 
face of capitalist opposition. 


The social democrats, however, could with 


some degree of justice charge them with 
forgetting in their ruthlessness the basic 
attitude to human beings which had origin- 
ally inspired the socialist pioneers, and with 
betraying the revolution by the establish- 
ment of dictatorial means and willingness to 


inflict mass human suffering in the name of 
the revolution, 


The arguments were over political 


methods. 


No way out ? 


Within the range of methods from which 


both groups deemed they could choose with- 
out being politically irrelevant, there lay no 
solution to this problem. 
constitutional methods of the social demo- 
crats also involved reformism, compromise 
of principle and acceptance of the restric- 
tions imposed by the inadequacies of par- 
liamentarianism.f The all-out revolutionary 
methods of the Communists also involved 


The peaceful, 


+Cf., Joan Bondurant, “ Conquest of 


The Gandhian Philosophy of 


inhumanity, 
oppression. 

In the eyes of both social democrats and 
Communists there existed no effective 
method of political action capable of being 
revolutionary, peaceful, democratic and 
humane simultaneously. If such a method 
had been seen to exist, the course of history 
might have been changed. 


executions, dictatorship and 


The perceived absence of a peaceful yet 
militant and effective method of combatting 
oppression had yet another major effect 
upon the social democrat and Communist 
movements: their reaction to war. 


Socialists and 
war 


It had been the clear socialist doctrine 
that wars arose from capitalism, and that 
workers therefore had no interests at stake 
in them. There was no reason why the 
workers of one country should go to war to 
kill the workers of another country when 
their real common enemy was capitalism. 

Two important factors, however, altered 
the application of this principle: 

1. Because of genuine or perceived 
foreign threats involving expansion and 
conquest, the workers in several countries 
became convinced of the need to defend 
their homeland from such threats. 

2. After the Russian revolution, the 
defence of the homeland became identi- 
fied with the defence of the revolution 
and the first “ workers’ State.” 

In both cases, the choice was understood as 
lying between: 

1. passive submission out of cowardice 

or sympathies with the “ enemy ”; 

2. military resistance; and 

3. individualistic pacifism, which politic- 

ally meant acquiescence in face of the 

threat. 

In the absence of a perceived alternative 
method of resistance instead of war, there 
remained in their eyes only one possible 
course for all who believed in the defence 
of their way of life against external threat. 
The workers were therefore convinced in 
both post-revolution Russia and elsewhere 
that support for war was regrettably neces- 
sary, 

The existence, however, of an alternative 
method of resistance against oppression, 
which was both non-military and effective, 
might well have drastically altered the will- 
ingness of socialists and workers to support 
World Wars I and II. This, too, might have 
changed the course of history. 


Concentrated 
power 


The decision of the social democrats and 
the Communists to depend upon the state 
to establish socialism and to support war 
made a decisive change in “socialist” 
thought, programme and achievements, 

Thus it was that the socialist movement 
which had emphasised the right of the 
workers to be free from domination and 
to own and control themselves the means 
of production came to pursue themselves 
the further concentration of economic and 
political power in the state they once wished 
to “wither away,” and to rely upon the 
state with its bureaucracy, police and armed 
forces to achieve, defend and consummate 
the “ revolution.” 

Thus the focus of decisive power in the 
society was not in fact shifted to the work- 
ing people themselves, but extended and 
stabilised in the hands of a governing 
“ class . and its professional agents of 
repression. 

The fact that this “class” included the 
top hicrarchy of the Party, bureaucracy and 
often police and military officials rather than 
the capitalists does not deny that this was 
a far, far cry from the ultimate society en- 
visaged by early socialist pioneers. 

The one-time aim of socialists to create 
a classless, warless and stateless society has 
been radically altered in favour of the Wel- 
fare State, a Workers’ State, a Socialist 
State. In an age in which these can often 
be honestly translated as “ Warfare State” 
it is almost heresy to recall the earlier aim. 

The early dreams of a co-operative demo- 
cracy, guild socialism and workers’ control 
of industry are largely forgotten in the 
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: Cash with order, 34. per word, min. 
2 eh (box No. 1s. extra). Please don't send stamps 
ia payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No 
recles: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANon- 
1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District. Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and ex- 
pertly planned meals, attention to those requiring 
rest as well as facilities for walkers, climbers, 
motorists. Large garden with view of fells— 
Isabel James. Telephone: Grasmere 334. 

ESWICK.—Visit the Lake District for your 
Rallcae this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, cffers beautiful scenery, good 
food, comfort, friendly atmosphere. Write Mr. and 
Mrs. Lusby (V.C.A. Members). Tel. 508. 

sNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Moun- 
tains, sands and sea bathing. Also furnished rooms, 
own kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Bracken- 
kurst, Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

WATCHET, Somerset. Modern 4 berth caravan, 


end kitchen, flush san., well equipped, overlooking 
sea, reasonable. Barnes, 4 Grange Drive, Bridg- 


water. 
PERSONAL 
DUBLICATING. shorthand, typing, translating. 
Mabel Eyles, 10 Beaconsfield Rd., London, N.11. 


BNT 3324. 


FAMILY PLANNING requisites by post any- 


where. Booklet and price list free under plain 
cover. Premier Laboratories (Box 50), 333 Gray's 
Ino Road, W.C.!. 

GENUINE INIRODUCTIONS, friendship or 
marriage, all ages. V.C.C., 34 Honeywell, London, 
S.w.il. 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this num- 
ber when making your next purchase: L336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.!. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
Internationa! Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
Nationa! Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

SCHOOLTEACHER, wife and two young children 
require fortnight’s coastal August holiday in flat/ 
bungalow. Southern England preferred. Box 841. 

SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (correspon- 
dence, visit) 5s. Dorothy Matthews, BA, 32 
Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.3. PRImrose 
5686. 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged airmail 
covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Av., Enfield, 


Middlesex, ' 

YOUNG PACIFIST (f) requires self-contained 
room, N. London. Elaine Rich, 71 Avenell Road, 
N.S. 


LITERATURE 

CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 12s., 12 months 
£1 3s. 6d. Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
Peace News. They will receive conplimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
scription for 2s. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London, N.1. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respect- 
ing the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society 
of Friends, free on application to Friends Home 
Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Road, London, 


-W.1. 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS. 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphlets 
supplied ‘‘on sale or return '’ for meetings of all 
kinds. Housmans Bookshop, the Peace News book- 
sellers, 5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, London, 
Wl, 

: SITUATIONS VACANT 

ACCOUNTANT. unqualified, unemployed as result 
of Harrington. seeks work, Box 842. 
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New tasks aiter the storm 


TT'HIS year of expanding liberation from colonialism will bring new 


problems. 


The devotion expended in the struggle for 
political freedom sometimes tempts one to 
think that, after storm and rough seas, a 
haven of security has been reached, Haven 
and harbour, yes—but the independent state 
now steps ashore to face the tasks of con- 
struction, both within the nation and in 
relation to other nations. Consider its 


difficulties. 


A colonial administration has run every- 
thing for decades. Civil servants from the 
colonial power have manned the respon- 
sible posts in all the state Services, Now 
an indigenous civil service must take over. 


Education, health, transport, re-housing, 
economic development must be planned. 
The whole population must be given the 
opportunity to rise to higher standards of 
material and cultural wellbeing, 


For the first time, the nation will have 
sovereign rights. It will become a member 
state of the United Nations with delegates 

status to those of the Great 
It will appoint ambassadors to the 
Its flag will join the 


equal in 
Powers. 

capitals of the world, 
rainbow of colours encircling the earth, 


Problems of independence 


New and grave responsibilities will arise. 
The vote of its representatives will help to 
determine issues of profound importance to 
the peace of the world and the freedom of 
other peoples. It may belong to geo- 
graphical or political groups and thus influ- 
ence the pattern of its neighbours or dis- 
tant members of its Commonwealth. 


All these functions are involved in inde- 
pendence. They represent a status of dig- 
nity and self-respect to which every people 
is entitled) They make new and great 
demands on any state when it achieves 
independence, 


The leaders of the new nations must now 
turn to the exciting and exacting respon- 
sibilities which face them,  Far-sighted 
leaders will be thinking particularly of the 
problem of how to adjust the artificial 
frontiers which the imperialist Powers estab- 
lished when they occupied the colonial 
territories, and how to create an associa- 
tion between the new nations which will 


Saturday, January 23 


MANCHESTER : 2.30—5 p.m. & 6—8 p.m. Cen- 
tral Hall, Oldham St. (off Piccadilly). Annual Con- 
ference. Sessions on policy & campaigning. All 
supporters welcome. N.W. Region CND. 

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY: 10 a.m. ‘* Edu- 
cating for Peace ‘* Conference for Midlands Peace 
Organisations. Speakers: Dre. H. Fremliin, 
Francis Jude. Lectures, discussion, questions. De- 
tails , Martin Harvey, Pacifist Soc., University Pk., 
Nottingham. CND. 

Sunday, Jasuary 24 

LONDON, N.i: 3.30 p.m. Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Rd., King's Cross. Pacifist Universalist 
Service. ‘* Pacifism not Passive-ism."" Discourse ° 
Ronald Lightowler PPU Religion Commission. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 2.45 p.m. Assemble Lowe: 
Regent St. for poster parade re. French A-tests. 
End Trafalgar Sq., 4.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 26 

LONDON, W.C.1: 6.30 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. 

Ali PPU members welcome. London Area PPU. 
Thursday, January 28 


LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. Group Discussion. PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.3: 8 p.m. 47 Netherhall Gdns., 
(Flat 7). ‘Germany Today & Tomorrow": Hilda 
von Klenze. PPU. 


““f renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, 13 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 


Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.! 


Friday, January 29 


ALTON: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. Youth 
Mtg. Speaker to be announced. YCND. 

LONDON, E.C.2: 12.30 & 1.30 p.m. St. Botolph's 
Church, Bishopsgate. ‘‘ Islam & World Affairs *': 
Abdul Majid. Adm. Free. NPC. 


Saturday, January 3@ 


IPSWICH; 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Ponnereau 
Rd. Current Problems & Future Activities. Tea. 
PPU & FoR. 


LIVERPOOL : 6.30 p.m Friends Mtg. Ho. Group 
Discussion. Robin Dixon (NPC Sec.) Toldas. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 6—~10 p.m. Friends Inter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. London Area 
Party by Sidney Billson. Refreshments 2s. 


SOUTHEND: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 18 
Dundonald Drive, Leigh. Filmshow. FoR. 


Thursday, February 4 
LEICESTER: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Queen's 
Rd. Public Mtg. Speakers: Jean Inebnit. Chair: 
Lord Mayor of Leicester. IVS 
LONDON, E.1i1: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. ‘' The Labour Party After the Election *': John 
Punshon. PPU, FoR. 


Every week! 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1 Week-end 


work camps take place whenever possible. Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 
munity. IVS. 


TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site 
Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF. 


WEDNESDAYS 


LONDON: 7 p.m., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. 
Youth Action Group. 


Pacifist 


ensure co-operation and solidarity. I know 
how Nkrumah in Ghana, Azikiwe in 
Nigeria, and Nyerere in Tanganyika are 
devoting their thought to this question. 


By 
FENNER 
BROCK WAY 
MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


It is not only an African problem. 
Singapore should be linked with Malaya. 
Brunei is one of four artificially divided 
territories in Borneo, Even the isolated 
Maltese islands in the Mediterranean and 
the islands dotted about the Pacific must 
think in the coming years of becoming part 
of wider federations, A new map of the 
world is being drawn, 


Look at the problem in Africa, where it 
is urgent, 


Ethiopia on the East Coast is indepen- 
dent. Its neighbour, Somalia, becomes inde- 
pendent this year, There is already a fierce 
dispute between their peoples regarding 
territory uscd by the Somalis in Ethiopia 
for grazing, There is a considerable part 
of Kenya occupied by Somalis. French and 
British Somaliland will want to join Somalia 
when they are free to do so. 


In West Africa we have the problem of 
the divided Cameroons and divided Togo- 
land. The peoples of the British Cameroons 
will decide by plebiscite whether they wish 
to join Nigeria or the French Cameroons, 
but this cannot be a final solution any more 
than the division of Togoland into an inde- 
pendent state and a region of Ghana can 
be permanent. 


Artificial division 


There is the problem of Central Africa. 
Nyasaland and the Rhodesias are deter- 
mined to break up the European-dominated 
Federation, but the drive towards integra- 
tion cannot leave them isolated. Nyasaland 
will look towards Tanganyika and associa- 
tion with Uganda and Kenya as they be- 
come liberated. The Rhodesias will find the 
peoples on the east of Belgian Congo look- 
ing towards them, 


There is one tribe on both sides of the 
lower Congo river, divided between French 
and Belgian Congo and spreading into 
Angola. They will want to unite, All down 


the West Coast of Africa there are tribes 
artificially divided by colonial frontiers, 


The present map of Africa was drawn at 
the Conference of Berlin in 1885 when the 
European Powers decided to share out the 
Continent between them. We shall need a 
new conference within a decade to re-design 
the map of Africa, This time it will not be 
a conference of European Powers but of 
independent African nations. 


By the end of this year two-thirds of the 
population of Africa will be politically free. 
By the end of the nineteen-sixties the whole 
of Africa should be liberated from White 
domination. Then a new Conference—a 
Conference of Khartoum or Accra or Lagos 
or Dar-es-Salaam or Cairo or Nairobi—will 
be necessary to establish a New Africa re- 
presenting the desires of the African peoples. 


The New Africa will not, however, be 
established as tidily or as specifically as 
that. Pressures will have to be settled more 
urgently, The dispute between Ethiopia and 
Somalia, for example, cannot wait: it will 
be disastrous if two of the independent 
African States break into conflict, 


New nations must unite 


Could not the conference of the nine 
independent African States established at 
Accra offer to negotiate? Soon it should 
have added strength with the coming of 
independent Nigeria and the other new 
independent nations. It would be a splen- 
did constructive contribution towards the 
good of the whole Continent if the United 
Nations of Africa—can we call it that ?— 
could settle not only the problem of the 
Somalis, but progressively similar problems 
as they become claimant north, south, east 
and west, 


Pan-Africanism, expressed in a United 
States of Africa, will become the final solu- 
tion, It will not appear in a day, But 
here again the United Nations of Africa 
could continually contribute, not only poli- 
tically by encouraging the union of coun- 
tries and regional federations, but, as sug- 
gested by Dr. Azikiwe, co-operatively con- 
structing roads, railroads and air services 
across the continent, developing economic 
cooperation, establishing mutual health and 
social services across the present frontiers. 


God speed to the new leaders of Africa 
in the vast arena of constructive tasks which 
spreads before them ! 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author. 


Footnote.—Fenner Brockway left Lon- 
don last Saturday for a six-week lecture 
tour of the United States under the auspices 
of the American Friends Service Committee. 
The lectures will be mainly on colonial sub- 
jects at universities across the nation. 
Fenner Brockway’s regular articles in these 
weeks will be sent from America. 


GENE SHARP 


organisation or nationalised industry by both 
the social democrats and the Communists. 


This factor combined with technological 
developments, the developments in the 
media of mass communication, and the re- 
quirements for “ efficient ” military prepara- 
tions (all of which have had socialist sup- 
port) has meant that the working people 
are now more subject to controls by the 
state, more manipulated by mass media, 
more threatened by war, than they were 
before parties espousing socialist aims came 
to power in Britain, Scandinavia, France, 
Eastern Europe, Russia and China. 


Simultaneously, tunder “socialist” rule, 
the concentration of economic, social, poli- 
tical and military power in the hands of the 
state has meant the workers and others 
either have faced increased difficulty in con- 
trolling their own lives, in counter-acting 
undemocratic tendencies, in maintaining sig- 
nificant democratic liberties and _ resisting 
war, or have been given no opportunity to 
develop these qualities which were formerly 
thought inherent in a socialist society. 


This is not to deny the important pro- 
gress that has taken place in the Western 
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world toward the removal of extreme 
poverty, hunger and sickness nor to deny 
that the socialist movements have contri- 
buted significantly to these changes. 


It is, however, to say that in achieving 
these important gains, sight has often been 
lost of other—perhaps even more important 
—socialist objectives.t 


tThe problem was also in part how the 
actual industrial and political institutions 
should be organised and managed. The 
contribution of guild socialism was signifi- 
cant at this point. The whole field of 
thinking on “industrial democracy"’ and 
“ workers’ control” is relevant here, but 
because this article is limited largely to the 
question of political method and because 
others are far more qualified to write on 
industrial democracy, this area will be left 
for others to discuss. It is, however, a vital 
problem which the majority groups of 
social democrats and Communists have not 
recognised in proportion to its crucial posi- 
tion for the building of a society with 
genuine socialist content. 


[To be continued] 
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The right spirit 


In last week’s Letters to the Editor, 
Jack Mongar and Dorothy Glaister 
took Alan Lovell to task for suggesting 
that at future non-violent direct action 
demonstrations “there should not be 
any active co-operation with the police. 
Merely walking to a police van when 
arrested encourages the belief that the 
police are neutral, Non-co-operation 
(probably in the form of sitting and re- 
fusing to move when arrested) will 
make it clear what role the police are 
playing.” The point is open for debate. 
Here Alan Lovell replies. 


MMHE kind of non-violent experiments 

that the Direct Action Committee 
against Nuclear War have been con- 
ducting raise an incredible number of 
problems. Dorothy Glaister seems to 
me to be near the centre of them when 
she writes “It is the spirit in which 
these things are done that really 
matters, and when that is right the 
drama has a chance of being right 
too.” 


There seem to me to be three necessary 
conditions for the right spirit. First, a deep 
intellectual and emotional understanding of 
non-violence (the reasons for non-violence 
are well summed up in Dave Dellinger’s 
editorial ‘Are Pacifists Willing to be 
Negroes?” in Liberation of September, 1959, 
and reprinted in the New Left Review No. 
1). Second, an intuitive sense of the atmo- 
sphere that prevails both in the country and 
in the area where the demonstration is to 
take place so that one is able to speak to 
people’s condition, Third, some serious 
thinking about what we are trying to do, 
and whom we hold responsible. for the poli- 
cies we are protesting against. 


* 


Both Jack Mongar and Dorothy Glaister 
seem to me to stress the first condition at 
the expense of the other two. To take one 
example, both of them criticise my sugges- 
tion that there should not be so much co- 
operation with the police. On thinking it 
over I am not entirely sure I was right. 
But I am sure that neither Jack Mongar or 
Dorothy Glaister have considered enough 
the role of the police. The very high value 
they put on co-operation with the police 
does, as I said in my original comments, 
encourage the belief that the police are 
neutral. The way the police acted at Har- 
rington surely makes them as guilty of co- 
operation with mass murder as the workers 
on the base. The Direct Action Committee 
has not only tried to establish good rela- 
tions with the workers, it has also tried to 
make them aware of their responsibility for 
the work they are doing. Souldn’t we try 
to do the same with the police ? 


More generally, I am worried about the 
emphasis that was put on going to prison. 
It seems to me that unless we are careful 
about this, non-violent demonstrations could 
go the way of conscientious objection— 
from a serious challenge to evil policies to 
an example of the wonderful British spirit 
of tolerance and accommodation which 
allows everything to centinue as before. 
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GET OUT OF NATO 


—CND Conferences 


AT ITS POLICY CONFERENCE LAST WEEK-END THE SOUTHERN REGION OF THE CAM- 

PAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY (WITH ONLY TWO 
DISSIDENTS) FOR A RESOLUTION THAT THE CAMPAIGN SHOULD BE OPPOSED TO THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION. 


French officers with armed guards stop the A-protest team during an earlier attempt 
to reach the Sahara testing grounds. 


SAHARA TEAM 


AGAIN SEIZED, 


DUMPED IN GHANA 


HE protest team led by the Rev. Michael Scott was forcibly sent back to 
Ghana from French territory on Monday evening. 


The team was stopped in the Upper 
Volta while heading for the French atom 
bomb testing grounds at Reggan, in the 
Sahara. 


The seven men had been denied visas 
into French territory but had nevertheless 
crossed the border from Ghana. 


They were seen by French authorities at 
Tenkogodo, after penetrating 66 miles into 
French territory on foot and by _hitch- 
hiking. They were searched and their 
Ghana money, radio and binoculars were 
all confiscated. 


The team, which includes Michael 
Randle, Chairman of the British Direct 
Action Committee Against Nuclear War, 
were on foot because their vehicles and 
equipment were seized a fortnight ago by 
police, who took them back to Ghana 
territory. 


WALKING 


They were hoping to be able to reclaim 
their vehicles and equipment at Onaga- 
dougou, 100 miles to the North, Failing 
this the team was considering walking on 
the 900-odd miles to Reggan. 


At a press conference on January 10 on 
the eve of his departure from Ghana, Prime 
Minister Macmillan stated that Britain was 
in no position to lecture Frence on the 
proposed Sahara test as she had her own 
Bombs. 


He also stated that the Sahara test 
would not harm the people of Ghana. 


The next day this was refuted at a press 
conference by Mr, E. C. Quaye, Chairman 
of the Ghana Council for Nuclear Disarm- 
ament, and by Michael Randle, Mr, Quaye 
said : 

“The Council for Nuclear Disarma- 


First six weeks 


N £18,000 anti-H-bomb — under- 
ground shelter has been built by a 
New York citizen. 

He hopes to survive if the Bomb falls 
more than 14 miles away. The shelter 
could be lived in for six wecks. 

It has reinforced concrete walls 2} fect 
thick and is covered with four to 15 fect 
of earth. There is a layer of lead on top. 

The shelter is owned by Mr. R. Brinkley 
Smithers, of Mill Neck, Long Island, the 
Daily Telegraph’s New York correspondent 
reported on January 15, 


ment deprecates most seriously the state- 
ment which Mr, Macmillan has made— 
which in fact is intended to encourage the 


French to test their Bomb on African 
soil.” 


He also expressed the hope that Mr, Mac- 
millan would not repeat his statement in 
other parts of Africa) Michael Randle 
said : 


“Mr. Macmillan’s statement is untrue. 
All nuclear tests cause injury and death, 
and Ghana would not escape these effects 
indeed, she is geographically in a par- 
ticularly vulnerable position. 


{ am ashamed as an Englishman that 
a British Prime Minister, after what he 
himself describes as a warm welcome by 
the people of Ghana, should make such 
an untrue statement.” 


These statements were quoted in detail 
on Radio Ghana only one hour later—be- 
fore Mr, Macmillan’s departure, The next 
day they were given front-page headlines 
in the press, On January 13 The Ghana 
Times headlined the story beside a picture 
of Mr. Macmillan and his wife boarding 
their plane, 


AN YWHERE 


In Nigeria, in his opening speech to the 
Parliament at Lagos, Mr. Macmillan stated 
that he was opposed to nuclear tests in 
Africa or anywhere else in the world. 


Immediately a telegram signed by Mr. 
Quaye (for the Ghana CND) was sent to 
him thanking him for his statement and 
suggesting that he now “use his great in- 
fluence to prevent France carrying out a 
test on African soil. 


“The prestige of France, and indeed of 
most European countries, would be irre- 
parably destroyed if this test takes place,” 
the telegram added, 


The Ivory Coast and Niger Governments 
are now worried, Michael Randle cabled 
Peace News, Grants to all students from 
the Ivory Coast opposing Government 
policy have been cancelled. 


This follows the action in Paris by 
students of French Black Africa calling for 
visas for the protest team and the aban- 
donment of the nuclear test. 


The Niger Government has warned its 
officials that any who oppose Government 
policy will be sacked forthwith. 


@ OM. Jacques Soustelle, French Min- 
ister responsible for both the Sahara and 
French atomic «development, flew to the 
testing site at Reggan last Saturday. 


Several local CND groups in various 
parts of Britain are now preparing re- 
solutions to this effect for the Cam- 
paign’s annual conference on March 
12 and 13. 


Resolutions urging support for som- 
violent direct action methods are also being 
prepared. 

Over the week-end of January 2 and 3 
(while the demonstrations were being held 
at Harrington) the Combined Universities’ 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament held a 
conference in London. This rejected by a 
vote of over two to one a proposed “ com- 
promise” formula on NATO and substituted 
a declaration that Britain should leave it. 
The declaration ended: 


“By unilateral disarmament Britain 
will demonstrate that she no longer be- 
lieves in nuclear armament as respon- 
sible defence weapons, and therefore can- 
not support an alliance whose defence 
policy is committed to the use of these 
weapons.” 


A Guardian reporter commented on Jan- 
uary 4 that this declaration 


“has at least laid bare one, and perhaps 
the only attitude to NATO which sincere 
believers in unilateralism can hold. After 
the evasions and muddled thinking of 
some leaders of CND on this subject, it 
seems a refreshing decision.” 


Several groups of the Campaign are 
holding their annual meetings about now. 


Speaking ‘tour 
by Dolci 


DANILO DOLCI, the Italian social 


reformer, is making an extensive 
tour of Western Europe. 


Following the successful publication in Eng- 
lish of his book, “To Feed the Hungry,” 
he will be speaking in England on cond+- 
tions in Sicily and the work he and his 
helpers are trying to do there. 

Between February 25 and March 6 he will 
hold meetings at the following places : 
London, Oxford, Cambridge, Nottingham, 
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Leeds, Birming- 
ham, Manchester and Liverpool, The 
meeting in London will be on Thursday, 
February 25, at Friends House, Euston 
Road, at 7.30 p.m, 

Further details of the meetings can be ob- 
tained from the Danilo Dolci Committee, 
29 Great James Street, London, W.C.1. 


24 years ahead 
of his time! 


RMER President Harry S. Tru- 

man said last week that the Russian 
plan for rocket launchings over the 
Pacific was an act of provocation as 
high-handed as it was brazen, 

The placing of a specific area of open 
scas under quarantine demonstrated again 
that the Communists had not changed their 
methods and that they intended to keep up 
military pressure, 


In his speech—at Phoenix, Arizona, on 
January 10—Mr. Truman said: “ Without 
prior discussion or negotiations with us or 
our allies, the Russias are roping off arbi- 
trarily a large area in the Pacific.” 

® Early in 1958 the US Atomic Energy 
Commission sealed off for nuclear tests 
390,000 square miles of open ocean North 
of Eniwetok. In recent weeks Mr, Truman 
has been calling for the resumption of US 
HH-tests, 
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